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Season Opener Scheduled 


Mr. Pickens-Plymouth, 9/17/52. Playwrights Company production of Stanley Young's 
adaptati on of incidents from Dickens' "Pickwick Papers” promises to be first play ef 
1952-53 season. Directed by John Burrell, cast includes George Howe, Clive Revill and 
Nigel Green of the Londen company. 


Summer Tryouts 


The Bachelor Queen, new play by ANTA beard chairman, Lawton Campbell, drew encou- 
ragement from Rice, Post and Vene, Variety at White Barn, Westport, Conn, showcasing. 
Former called it interesting summer fare, while latter saw picture and Lenden and New 
York production pessibilities. Jehn Griffin's work as director was praised by bothe.. 
An Evening with Beatrice Lillie drew further encouragement on pre-Broadway tour from 
Celeman, Mirrer, who viewed it at Princeton, NJ...Jezebel's Husband, Rebert Nathan's new 
play starring Claude Rains which debuted at Pocono, Pa, Playhouse, shows just enough 
premise to warrant further ceddling, comments Bone, Variety. Script would be better if 
full emphasis given to comedy department...Trio of new scripts panned by Variety review- 
ers include Blue Danube, Ferenc Melnar's play starring his widew Lili Darvas shown at 
New Hope, Pa; The Luck of Caesar, George Alan Smith's drama viewed at Holyeke, Mass, and 
If You Win, farce by Andrew Vaughey which bowed at Broekfield.Center, Cenn. 


Strawhat Visits 


Trio of Critics agreed that summer circuit revival ef S.N.eBehrman's Biegraphy, 
starring Luise Rainer received a first class production at Easthampten, LIe Directed 
by Rainer, the cast included Phillip Husten, Alan Shayne. Debut performance of Eliza- 
beth Montgomery, daughter of Robert Mentgemery, was okayed by all. But Rice, Post, 
Sylvester, News, and McClain, Journal American, doubted if the 1932 Theatre Guild suc- 
cess was streng enough fer a Breadway try..-Pygmalion, with Dennis King and Ruth Rawsen 
at Westhampton, LI, proved a diverting summer interlude, netes Rice, Pest...Geerge Jean 
Nathan skips the summer theatre entirely because he admires the illusien and glamour of 
the NY stage too much to see it destreyed in rustic playhouses, he explained. 


Hits Revisited 


Current success of Pal Jeey, which some had originally cendemned as immoral, shows 
that theatre taste has improved, comments Watts, Post. Redgers and Hart musical play 
is an impertant landmark in American musical play grewth. Performance caught showed ne 
summer slackness, while Hareld Lang's pertrayal ef title rele has improved. 


New Theatre Law Sought 


News and Times editerials supperted Howard Cullman's open letter urging enactment 
by NYC Ceuncil ef Quinn Bill, which would allew theatres te be built in office build- 
ingse Passage ef law would give theatre an even break in NY, points eut News, while 
Times thinks rule would give Breadway chance te gelve seme of its own preblems. Cullman 
in his letter te NY Convention and Visiters Bureau also demanded bars in theatres, be- 
tween act smoking privileges and easier metheds of obtaining tickets. 
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' Cumulative NYC Ratings ' 


D - Daily W - Weekly M - Monthly B - Breadcast 
DIT - NY Times DJC - Journal ef Commerce WCM - Chre Science Moniter 
DH - NY Herald Tribune Wall Street Journal wo Commonweal 
DN - NY News DAW - Women's Wear WwcuU - We 
DM - NY Mirrer WB - Billbeard WN - Nation 
_ DC - NY Cempass WY - Variety WNR - New Republic 
DP - NY Pest WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 
DJ - NY Journal American WGN - George Jean Natham WNY - New Yerker 
DW - NY Werld Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 
DB - Brooklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leenard Wr - Time 
DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them net if they think they will be 
hitse “Se-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recemmends the shew for 
an entertaining er stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE MALE ANIMAL=4/30/52 PROS: 27 NONE: WGN MP WNR 
THE MOON IS es PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC BL WNR WT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
PAL JOEY=1/3/52 PROS: 25 CON: BL NONE: WNR 


NEW FACES OF 1952-8/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WI WGN NONE: WN WNR 

A NIGHT IN VENICE-6/26/52 PROS: 20 CON: DC WSR NONE: WGN WNR BC WT MP 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 

WISH YOU WERE HERE-6 25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC WV BL 
CON: DT DH DM DP DJ DW DWJ WB WWM WC WCU WNS WNY WSR WT 
NONE: DWW WCD WGN BC WCM WN WNR MP 


t Off Breadway 


Subscription plan ef $10 fer feur plays set up by Antheny Parella for his American 
Contemperary Theatre due at President Theatre in falle Semerset Maughem's The Sacred 
Flame will be revived fer month's rum starting Octeber 6...Three other plays will be 
presented. Directers are John Reich=Baxter, John Stix, Ley Nilson and Guy Themajan... 
American Saveyards auditioning singers for fall teur...Shaw's Widewers' Houses starts 
second month at Greenwich Mews Theatre...Theatre de lys offers a pamphlet eutiing its 
house pelicy ef free checking, free intermissien refreshments, parking fer patrens and 
prempt curtainse 


Leve In Our Time, Originals Only preductien ef Anita Grannis' new play, received 
a pair ef mildly faversble notices from Rice, Pest, and Polleck, Cempass. Former 
credited auther with sincerity, taste and honesty ef purpese, though her play tackled 
too many preblems at once. Latter praised her fer handling delicate subject ef home- 
sexuality well. Cast and preductien were beth rated "fair." Play will run indefinite- 
ly, with admission by veluntary centributien. 


Three plays by Leis Lenski have been made available free by National Ceuncil ef 
Churches ef Christ te theatre greups te help explain preblems ef migrant children. 
Plays are intended fer presentation te children under 14. 
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, WESTPORT ON AVONe.oCultural stere of nation will be enriched immeasurably when American 
Shakespeare Festival Theatre and Academy becomes a reality at Westport, Cenn, cem- 


ments Times editorial. Organizations and individual patrens asked te subscribe the 
$500,000 needed. 


PUBLICITY ADVICE...Press agent whe submits mest illegible copy ef week will be neminat- 
ed by Coleman, Mirrer. First "Iron Badge" went te Merle Dubuskey, Theatre-by-Sea, 
Matnuck, RoI...NY Theatre must advertise its wares via TV urged Gould, Times... 
Washingten correspendents can afford te buy tickets, points out Chapman, News, in 
answer to President Truman's hint that they try to get passes fer Porgy and Bess. 


JACOBS OBIT...Irving Jacobs, producer of Sound of Hunting and Clutterbuck, remembered 
by Morehouse, WT&S, as an able, quiet, gracious, generous and centagious friend 
of the theatre. The theatre needed and needs people like him-..Watts, Pest, neted 
that Jacebs was at the beginning of an impertant career in the theatre. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Cannon, Pest, would like te see Louis Calhern in Hamlet...Orsen 
Welles would like to see himself in King Lear, reporté Walker, News...Ne changes 
in critical ranks due this term, predicts Morehouse, WTI&S...Beeking ef plays inte 
Walter Reade theatres circuit can't do anything but give the theatre pewerhouse 
help, applauds Sylvester, News. 


COLUMN TIPS...NY year long investigation into ticket breker situation expected te pre- 
duce spectacular results shortly, warns Walker...Successful season when varieus 
casts, not the critics, step the show, quips Gardner...George Raft may be in a 
ceming Broadway musical, hears Kilgallen. 


MAIL BOX...Reader suggests early curtains at Metrepelitan to Merehouse, WT&S...Herald 
Tribune Drama Desk invited to cover a benefit performance fer Herald Tribume Fresh 
Air Fund given by 12 year eld acters in Babylen. Father of young letter writer 
premised McCerd a drink and a swim if he attended. 


MEXICO & FRANCE...Millions of stories and plays ef interest could be written asbeut 
Mexico if the Mexican playwright started living in the present, comments Pelléck, 
Cempass..-French acting is excellent, theugh not en high level ef English, Watts, 
Pest, concludes.. Paris musicals are put en with a lavish and spectacular hand. 


SUMMER THEATRE BLUES...Survey of strawhat theatres by Merehouse, WT&S, reveals that 
many playhouses have suffered because ef the excessive heat, the interest in the 
political conventions, and the centinueus habit ef TV viewing. But tep summer 
theatres report business better than ever. 


Norwoed Smith te replace Rebert Alda, Guys and Dells...Sam Schwartz, subbed fer 
Sam Levene, Guys and Dells...Leonard Graves, subbed fer Yul Brynner, The King and I... 
Eric Bentley te cover NY theatre for New Republic...Coleman, Mirrer, made fellow of NY 
Academy of Theatre...Jehn Steinbeck filed reviews of six plays fer Lenden Evening Stan- 
dard..o"Jehn Golden's Broadway Hits" exhibit in Music Bex lebby...Theatre seuvenirs frem 
Lester Sweyd's collection on display at Show Shep...SteJehn Terrell plans Washingten, 
DCe Music Circus next summer...Rebert He Burnside theatre cellection given te New Yerk 
Public Library...Merger of entertainment uniens delayed...ANTA membership tetals 1625... 
Jehn Gielgud prefiled by Tynan, Lenden Evening Standard, in August Harper's Bazaar... 
Hew Lunt's "The Guardsman” film influenced life ef stage manager Beb Dewning detailed 
in August “Films in Review."...Council ef Living Theatre campaign meves to Minneapelis 
and St.Paul...Three singers alternate title female rele of Pergy and Bess. 


' Green Reom Department ' 

' Theatre News Reund Up ' 


If recent summer theatre histery can repeat itself, New Yerk can leek forward te a 
successful revival ef Redgers and Hart's 1936 hit On Your Toes. Howard Hoyt, whe pack- 
aged last summer's Pal Joey for a strawhat teur, now has a Richard Redgers approved cem- 
pany headed by Yvenne Adair, Bill Callahan, and Katherine Sergava touring the summer 
theatres in the musical which breught stardem to Ray Belger. Cast of current citronella 
preduction is directed by Redgers snd Hammerstein casting directer Jehn Fearnley. 


Saturday, April 11, 1936 epening ef Redgers and Hart's musical lampoen ef modern 
Russian ballet was cheered by all of the daily and weekly critics as the best the team 
had yet tumed oute Preduced by Dwight Deere Wiman, directed by Werthingten Minor, 
with book by Redgers, Hart and Geerge Abbett, and lyrics by Lerenz Hart; it was hailed 
fer a variety of reasons. In addition to meving Belger into the star class, show in- 
troduced Monty Woolley in his first acting part. Tamera Geva, Deris Carson and Luella 
Gear shared applause. "Slaughter on Tenth Avenue" ballet was feted as an important 
milestone in musical theatres; 1939 Warner Brethers movie featured Vera Zorina, Eddie 
Albert and Alan Hale. 


Mest ef critics had miner cemplaints. But all agreed that book was probably the 
most sephisticated and original yet wedded to a musical. Songs, which included "There's 
a Small Hete," and "It's Get te be Love," were rated hummable, singable and listenable. 

Acters were credited with turning in near perfect characterizations, while critics were 

admittedly stumped fer preper adjectives to reveal Belger's dancing genius. As Hammond, 
Herald Tribune, remarked none of critics thought Belger was as good as a dancer or as an 
actor. 


Atkinsen, Times, suggested playgeers brush up on their literature end music to win 
full enjeymente Celeman, Mirrer, settled for billing shew as one of the "Seven Wonders 
of 1936." Gabriel, American, and Hammond, Herald Tribune, neted show was thin in spets, 
but not enough te hurt it. Leckridge, Sun, termed it a summer musical in springtime; 
theugh he panned Je Mielziner's sets and Irene Sharaff's costumes. Pelleck, Eagle, 
theught first act could have been brisker. Gibbs, New Yorker, and Krutch, Nation, ad- 
mitted they didn't know when ballet was supposed to be serious or humorous. Latter cri- 
tic thought tums and lyrics were too much like Cele Porter's work. Burr, Billboard, 
labeled entire show "a beauty." Ibee, Variety, thought "teo good for average man's" 
lyrics epen te criticism, while Newsweek man was sure seng's lyrics weuld never de fer 
radio. 


Acters Equity suspended alien actor ban...Shows joining 7:00 PM Monday curtain plan 
include: Point ef Ne Return, Wish Yeu Were Here, The Meon is Blue..eA Night in Venice 
NYC bex office set 4 at Bond's, Broadway and 45th Street. 


THEATRE FANS DRAMA STUDENTS TEACHERS 


PRODUCERS LITTLE THEATRES LIBRARIES 


Perfect theatre gift 52 weeks a year is "Critical Digeste"™ Cevers NY theatre re- 
views, news, tryouts, plus digests ef famous hits and exclusive reports. $10 a year, 
three one year subscriptsion $25. Critical Digest, 505 5th Ave, New Yerk 17, N.Y. 


' Digests of Famous Hits - On Your Tees ' ' 
' Legit Stuff ' 
ACTORS ANGELS 


